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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
EXTENSION SERVICE 
Washington 25, D. C, 


Aueust 1, 1946 
Immediate action remested 
TO ALL STATE DIRECTORS OF EXTENSION: 


Subject? Full Use of Domestic Workers Before 
Certifying for Foreign Workers 


The susoly of domestic agricultural workers is improving very rapidly in 
many sections of the country. A recent example of this is the current 
small grain harvest in the Dakotas. During. the 1945 season a total of 
7,20¢ 3 interstate transoorted workers and foreign workers were required. 
for the grain harvest in the two States. As recently as two weeks ago 
plans were being pushed to recruit and transport a minimum of 1,686 
workers from Mississippi, Arkansas, and Oklahoma areas to the Dakotas for 
the grain harvest. Today the harvest is well under way with the aid of 
only 782 transnorted interstate workers and 400 Mexican Nationals. 
Indications are that the workers already on the ground or en route will be 
adequate to complete the harvest. The number of interstate workers avail- 
able for recruitment and transnortation to the Dakota grain fields this 
year was, of course, much larger than in any previous year. 


The preceding illustration emmhasizes the need for all of us to be constantly 
on guard to see that the nromise the Secretary of Agriculture made to tne 
Congress in October 1945 is kent. 


"Not only do we exnect the growers to put on a crmpaign to recruit 
returning veterans and people returning from other employment, 
but the Denartment itself exnects to contribute along that 
direction, and I kmow it is the intent of the Department to 
hold back this program as much as it possibly can and give every 
nossible chance for American citizens to find this tyne of farm 
emloyment if they desire it." 
(Secretary Anderson— House Hearings 
on 1946 Farm Labor appropriations) 


Since certifications for foreign workers are to be made to the Labor Branch 
only when labor requirements cannot be met from domestic labor sources, it 

is imoerative that certifications for foreign workers be scrutinized with 

great care during the weeks just ahead. Obviously the State Director of 
Extension cannot know of the nossibilities of sunolying the needs of is 

State through recruitment of domestic workers in some other State. It is 

the resnonsibility of the Federal Extension Service to make such determinations, 


* To enable us to carry out the instructions of the Secretary's office, 
please have your State Farm Labor Supervisor forward to this office 
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to be delivered to your State merreen now 


the needed workers fron dneeattc interstate pouec eal 


In addition to the several thousand available interstate workers who are 
not being utilized in the small grain harvest.this year, indications ar 
that many more experienced agricultural workers are interested ih work i 
other States, particularly in fruit, canning crop, and potato producing 

areas. In contrast to previous years, these workers can be available 
throughout the fall harvest period. It will be less easy to interest 
these workers in harvesting sugar beets, but that nossibility should hh 
be Orr naan ; At 

I am sure you agree that effective. stens. should’ be taken to avoid the. 
danger of American. citizens being deprived of work they desire to verfo 
because of the presence in an area of Nationals of another country, Ou 
record in that respect has been free of criticisms so far this yeare a: 

little extra Care during the next few weeks will insure oe renpining. S00 


‘Very truly yours,» 


"Meredith C. wileon Sebi 
Deputy Director of uxtension | 
Farm Labor Program 


oy ‘ 


1206 (8-46) — aed tact 


